Minutes

General Assembly of Maaya, World Network for Linguistic Diversity
Paris, UNESCO, 20 February 2008

Participants

Executive Committee Members

· Adama Samassékou (AS), ACALAN, Maaya President

· Yoshiki Mikami (YM), Language Observatory, Deputy Executive Secretary

· Viola Krebs (VK), ICVolunteers, Co-Secretariat

· Antoni Mir (AM), Linguamón, Co-Secretariat

· Vicent Climent (VC), Linguamón, Co-Secretariat

· Dave Pearson (DPE), SIL International, EC member

EC members who could not attend the meeting

· Daniel Prado (DPR), Union latine, Executive Secretary

· Claudio Menezes (CM), IBICT, Treasurer

· David Dalby (DD), Linguasphere, EC member

· Daniel Pimienta (DPI), Funredes, EC member

· Global Knowledge Partnership (GKP), EC member

Other participants (according to the time card)

Members

· Adriana Lau (AL), Union latine

· Barbara Trudell, SIL International

· Katherine Buehler, SIL International

· Francis Muguet, ENSTA

· Marcel Diki-Kidiri, YSB Sängö

· Marta Xirinachs, Linguamón

Member applicants

· Chantal Lebrument, EUROLINC

· Louis Pouzin, EUROLINC

· Titiam Magueye, MIGRAF

Observers

· Margaret Dunham, Persée

· Noro Andriamiseza, EDIBAS – UNESCO

· Rozenn Milin, Fondation Jacques Chirac

· Shigeaki Kodama, NUT

· Tatsuo Kobayashi, ISO/IEC ITC1/SC2

The following members apologized for not being able to attend the meeting:

· Alexander Nkoto, ITU (International Telecommunication Union)

· Pietro Sicuro, OIF

Agenda

1. Opening and approval of the agenda

2. Members (introduction of members admitted to the EC, dues)

3. Institutional changes

4. Activities carried out by Maaya in 2007

5. 2008 activities – IYL (International Year of Languages)

1. Opening and approval of the agenda

The President opens the session thanking everyone for attending the meeting. The agenda is approved.

2. Members (introduction of members admitted to the EC, dues)

A) Introducing admitted members to the EC

The President of the Network announces that the EC has approved the membership application of some entities. He submits the list of institutions to the General Assembly:

· Agence tunisienne internet, Tunisia

· EUROLINC, France

· Fantsuam Foundation, Nigeria

· Institute of sciences and new technologies, Djibouti

· MIGRAF, Switzerland

· National University of Computer and Emerging Sciences, Pakistan

· Orissa Primary Education Programme Authority (OPEPA), India

No objections are made and the above-mentioned entities are admitted as members of Maaya.

Later AS gives the floor to hearers wishing to join Maaya.

Francis Muguet, ENSTA, membre institution of Maaya, speaks on behalf of RÉUSSI (Recherche et Évaluation des Usages dans la Société du Savoir et de l’Information), an organization which was founded recently. RÉUSSI wishes to join Maaya given that it is involved in debates related to linguistic practices (particularly by French-speaking people) on the Internet. After consultation with the assembly, AS confirms RÉUSSI will take part in Maaya.

Then, Rozenn Milin takes the floor and introduces the Jacques Chirac Foundation. She explains that the foundation --the aim of which is to facilitate integration and linguistic diversity-- is considered to be an officially recognized organization. As soon as the creation process is completed, the foundation will be able to formalize its membership application. Ms. Milin presents an event which will be organized by the foundation in June at the Musée du Quai Branly.

3. Institutional changes

AS announces the changes that were made at the level of the Executive Committee:

· Yoshiki Mikami (Language Observatory), Executive Secretary, and Daniel Prado (Union latine), Deputy Executive Secretary, exchange their roles so that the latter takes a more active position;

· The Secretariat, previously shared between ICVolunteers (Viola Krebs) and Linguamón (Vicent Climent), will from now on be ensured by ICVolunteers only, represented by Viola Krebs, who has in fact done the work for the past year. AS thanks Linguamón for having supported the Network, organizing the GA 2007 and designing the logo of Maaya, with Marta Xirinachs as manager;

· AS then explains that it is advisable that the Network integrates new members in the EC in the following two ways:

· Immediate expansion (a Maaya member decides to join the EC)

· Longer term expansion (the EC asks international organizations, such as the UNESCO, ITU and OIF, which were present at its foundation of the Network, to become EC members).

In the framework of the immediate expansion, AS states, after consultation with the GA, that the Association YSB Sängö is from now on part of the EC.

· AS informs the GA that a work group including Executive Secretary, Deputy Executive Secretary, Secretary and Marcel Diki-Kidiri was formed: the team whose objective will be to make sure that the network develops well, is currently in charge of fund raising.

4. Activities carried out by Maaya in 2007

VK presents a summary of the activities lead by Maaya (EC meetings, work meetings, leaflets, website, participation in the C8 action line for the follow-up of World Summit on the Information Society and in Dynamic Coalition for Linguistic Diversity of IGF in Rio, connection with OIF and Austria regarding the IYL, creation of an Advisory Committee for activities related to the IYL, etc.):

Events

· 19-20 February 2007, Barcelona: General Assembly

· 21 February 2007, Paris: International Mother Language Day

· 22 February 2007, Paris: Workshop on languages in cyberspace, organized by LOP, UNESCO and ACALAN at the UNESCO

· May 2007, Geneva: moderator of the C8 action line in the follow-up of the World Summit of the Information Society

· July 2007, Barcelona: preparatory meeting for the event related to linguistic diversity in cyberspace

· October 2007, Paris: EC meeting

· November 2007, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil: Presentation on Maaya at the IGF with a workshop organized by Dynamic Coalition for Linguistic Diversity (on initiative lead by Francis Muguet)

· December 2007, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia: presentation on Maaya and partnership agreement between GKP and Maaya.

Partnerships

A partnership agreement was signed with GKP. Its aim is to encourage GKP to increase multilingualism by integrating linguistic diversity to its approach. 

Procedures and mail

Mail was exchanged with le Director-general of the UNESCO. Maaya offered to create a Council Committee for the International Year of Languages. UNESCO Director-general responded favorably to this proposition.

Projects

Reinforce the organization of the Maaya Network, implement the first project “Languages and Migration”.

Divers

Elaborate the website along with leaflets.

5. 2008 activities– IYL (International Year of Languages)

AS firstly thanks Mauro Rossi for organizing the International Mother Language Day and launching the International Year of Languages.

Based on a proposal from SIL, there is the plan to issue a special edition of l’Ethnologue, in which messages from the three following personalities will appear as an introduction:

· Director-General of the United Nations

· General Secretary of the UNESCO

· President of Maaya

AS explains to the GA the three types of events which is sponsored by the IYL:

· activities initiated by Maaya (such as manifestation on multilingualism and cyberspace which be held in Barcelona, a possible event at UNESCO, or an event in Biel, in Switzerland, or in Geneva, with UN agencies),

· activities co-organized by Maaya (such as the congress on translation in Cuba),

· key events, outside the activities lead by Maaya (in which Maaya does play a leading role) but which do carry the IYL label, label that can contribute to the visibility of the events.

Then, AS invites participants to take the floor and share their points of view on what has been said, to ask questions, or to make suggestions.

Chantal Lebrument (CL), EUROLINC

CL thinks it would be wise to organize a day on multilingual initiatives and cyberspace, particularly regarding cultural diversity in professional life, on the occasion of the ICANN meeting which will be held in June in Paris.

Then, she announces that the yearly organized Internet Day, event organized by EUROLINC, will be dedicated to multilingualism and the world of industries and will be held on 3 April 2008, in Paris.

VK invites CL to add this event on the Wiki page which was created for this purpose.

Titiam Magueye (TM), MIGRAF

TM talks about the constraints met in Switzerland regarding teaching and so promoting African languages. Indeed, a minimum of 12 children from the same origin is required in order to be able to teach a language which will then be considered important. In the meantime, African countries do not have the advantage of being diplomatically supported in the way countries such as China or Brazil are. Thus MIGRAF could benefit from the Maaya lobby to achieve its goal which is to promote the teaching of African languages.

TM also mentions that MIGRAF is taking part in a project on the national level in Switzerland which aims to set up a website providing practical information to migrants in various languages.

Antoni Mir (AM), Linguamón

AM welcomes all new members and also invites all the other participants to attend to event which will be held on 28 November 2008 in Barcelona to put down the “first stone” of Linguamón – House of Languages.

AS takes the floor in order to specify that this event is exclusively a Linguamón event, and asks for news regarding the Maaya conference on linguistic diversity in cyberspace. He points out that it would be urgent to get further information on this issue, as several months have gone by since the last meeting in July 2007. AS underscores that he has continued to talk to interested parties about the event.

AM apologizes for having to leave and points out that Marta Xirinachs (MX) will continue to participate in the discussions. MX explains that the event on multilingualism and cyberspace could be organized on 25 November, before or after the “first stone ceremony”. Once the date settled, Linguamón will provide further information to Maaya. On request from AS, MX explains that activities at Linguamón has three main action lines: spreading languages, services related to multilinguism, and the audiovisual portal. The latter would be the framework for organizing an event on linguistic diversity and cyberspace with Maaya.

The discussion on this event is not over. It is supposed to continue on the next day with participation of AM, MX and Maaya EC.

Francis Muguet (FM), ENSTA

FM thinks that Maaya should have two contact groups together with UNESCO: one on IGF and the Dynamic Coalition for Linguistic Diversity, the other on C8 issues.

Then, he switches to a legal issue. He explains that, in Switzerland, if all founding members of a foundation are international agencies, the foundation is regulated by international law. He points out that this could be an advantage for Maaya.

In AS opinion, FM must be part of the strategic team so that he can advise on legal questions, but also financial aspects. He considers that FM must be the contact for IGF and the Dynamic Coalition, and VK in charge of C8.

Given that 2008 is the IYL, FM suggests that Maaya proposes to IGF to make multilingualism one as a key issues at the following meeting in India.

AS will thus ask the executive secretary to draft a letter, following up on this suggestion, which he considers to be quite relevant.

Marcel Diki-Kidiri (MDK), YSB Sängö

MDK takes the floor thanking the Executive Committee for admitting YSB Sängö into Maaya and for integrating it into the EC.

The President of the Network then takes the floor to conclude the Maaya General Assembly 2008 and thanks all the participants for attending the meeting.

Action points for the EC

1. Officially informing new members of their acceptance into Maaya and adding them to the website and list.

2. Make necessary updates on the website regarding institutional changes.

3. Decide before April 2008 to organize the Maaya event on multilingualism and the cyberspace in Barcelona. If not possible, decide to organize it in Biel, Geneva or in Asia, and start with the organizational phase.

4. Decide whether it is relevant to organize a day on multilingualism and cyberspace at the meeting of ICANN in Paris in June.

5. Prepare the letters to be sent to IGF proposing that multilingualism would be a key issue.

